
PARENT GUIDE 
“Reading aloud with children is known to be the single most important activity for building the 

knowledge and skills they will require for reading to learn.” 

— Terri, Elementary Teacher 

Parent:  Read the title of the story, author, and illustrator to your child. Look at the cover and pictures in the book 

  together. Think about what the story is going to be about and share your thoughts (verbally) with your  

  child. Next, ask your child what the story is going to be about. This is called “Make a Prediction”. 

Child:  The child writes his/her prediction on a pink sticky note and places the sticky note on the cover of the book. 

Parent:  Next, the parent thinks about a real life connection he/she has with the book. This connection might be from 

  a book, movie, TV show, or experience. Share (verbally) this connection with your child. Ask your child to  

  make his/her own connection to the story. This is called “Make Connections”. 

Child:  The child writes his/her connection on a blue sticky note and places the sticky note on the cover of the book. 

During Reading 

Parent:  Begin reading the story to your child or have your child read the story out loud to you. The beginning of the 

  story sets the stage and usually describes the setting. This is a good time to visualize in your mind the picture 

  the author describes. Share (verbally) with your child what you see in your mind. Describe the colors, details,  
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