
Non Fiction:  K  W  L 
This graphic organizer is an excellent tool to access prior knowledge and to develop a 
plan for investigation. 

Strategy:  Make Connections, Self Questioning, Determine 
Importance, Author’s Message,  
Book:  Any book about weather 
Author:   
Setting:  Guided Reading 
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K (What do I already know?) = Make Connections:  Elicit prior 
knowledge and experience of the topic. 

W (What do I want to know?) = Self Questioning:  Set a purpose for 
reading, ask questions while reading and search for answers. 

L (What have I learned?) = Determine Importance:  Prioritize most 
important information or events to remember. 

L (What have I learned?) = Expand ideas and create new ways of 
thinking. 
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The International Reading Association and the National Council of 
Teachers of English published Standards for the English Language 
Arts. 
3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, 
evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior experience, 
their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of 
word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, 
and their understanding of textual features (e.g. sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 

�����������
�

Students will use the K W L three column organizer to elicit prior 
knowledge, set a purpose for reading, prioritize important new 
information and record their responses on the sticky notes provided in 
the Reader’s Toolkit. 
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Book about weather.  I used Wild Weather by Julie Haydon.  This is a 
Level I book by Rigby.   
Reader’s Toolkits, sticky notes, chart paper.  (See picture of anchor 
chart below.) 
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Write the question “What do you predict the weather will be today?”  
(on the top of an anchor chart).  Give examples for younger students 
such as if there are black clouds in the sky I predict it will rain.  Ask the 
students to look outside and predict what the weather will be.  Have 
them write it on a prediction  (pink) sticky note.  Next, ask the students 
why they made that prediction and have them answer the question 
“Why” on their pink sticky note. 
Invite students to share their weather predictions.  Post all predictions 
on the anchor chart.   
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Before doing a book walk, ask the students to think about what they 
already know about the weather.  This is the “K” What do you know 
about weather?  At this point, do not allow students to share verbally.  
Invite students to write their connection on a Make Connections  blue 
sticky note.  After all students write a connection, share connections 
and post on the anchor chart under the “K”.   
Next, ask the students what they would like to know about the weather.  
This is the “W” What do you want to learn about weather?  Again, 
invite students to write their self question  on a green sticky note.  After 
they write their question, share and post on the anchor chart under “W”.  
Model a question for the students if they are having a difficult time 
coming up with one on their own.  The self questioning strategy takes 
additional modeling and practice. 
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Ask the students to do a book walk noting titles, subtitles, pictures, 
captions, bold face words, etc…  These are important text features in a 
non fiction book.   
Preview the book to determine the appropriate stopping points for each 
lesson.  Wild Weather has five chapters so we did a K W L for each 
chapter.  The students read chapter 1 on their own in the guided 
reading group.  After they finish reading, discuss their “K” and their “W” 
sticky notes to see if anything they read in Chapter 1 related to their 
responses.   
Next, ask the students to think about the most important event or main 
idea of the chapter.   Invite students to write their responses on the 
Determine Importance  purple sticky note.  Share and discuss 
responses with the group.   
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Review the K W L chart with the students.  Model appropriate 
responses as needed.   
Day 2:  Chapter 2 
Begin the lesson by asking the students to think about the most 
important thing they learned about weather in Chapter 1.  Invite 
students to write this on the Make Connections  blue sticky note.   
This strategy helps students build their long term memory.  Post 
responses on the K W L chart under the “K” day 2.   
Next, ask the students to think about what else they would like to learn 
about the weather.  Invite students to write a self question and post it 
on the K W L chart under the “W”.  Read chapter 2 and write the most 
important thing or main idea from that chapter on the Determine 
Importance purple sticky note.   
Continue this pattern for all the chapters/sections in the book.   
At the end of book, discuss the K W L chart and how it helped organize 
their thinking.  Connect reading and writing by having the students write 
a summary of the book. 
 



Reminder: Strategy instruction takes time, be consi stent and 
supportive. 

 
 

 


